
Dear Master Gardeners, 

Is anyone else ready for 

Spring? By now we should 

have the power back on and 

trees cleared from the lawn. 

We cancelled our February 

monthly meeting due to the 

weather. Having a colder than 

normal, icy winter creates 

higher expectation of the new 

season. 

We have many garden events 

to look forward to this year. As 

usual, our highly regarded expo 

will be here before we know it 

and there are so many 

volunteer opportunities at this 

event. In addition, this is the 

year of our bi-annual Garden 

Walk. Gardens on Green as 

well as a number of beautiful 

home gardens will need 

volunteers to get them to the 

peak of perfection for the 

event. The Red Bud Project 

(Linwood Nature Preserve) will 

be having their grand opening 

during our event and will be a 

special feature on this year’s 

Garden Walk. There are a 

number of opportunities out 

there for all of us to start 

feeding our garden addictions 

and break out of our winter 

doldrums. 

Our goal for 2015 is to find 

ways in which we can better 

serve our members in order to 

heighten the levels of 

satisfaction and widen 

participation in programs. Don 

Linke has undertaken a phone 

survey of members to gain 

some insights on preferences  

President’s Corner                      by Sharon Van de Water 

Creating an edible arrangement in 

a pot with flowering plants and 

vegetables seems like a no 

brainer. We already practice 

companion planting in our raised 

beds and this practice can be 

applied to containers. This spring 

consider planting a potager in a 

pot.  One of my favorite 

combinations is dark purples and 

cool blues. Consider an early 

maturing cabbage such as ‘baby  

pixie’ complimented with violas 

like the showy deep purple 

(almost black) of ‘black delight’ 

or the violet-blue of ‘blue 

heaven’. Add a Siberian 

heirloom kale “wild garden frills’ 

with blue-green frilled leaves and 

some Lamb’s ear which will 

provide the hummingbirds with 

nesting material and you have a 

winning combination. All these 

can be grown from seed too.  

 

Potager in a Pot        by Karin Hicks  
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What an interesting winter we 

have had! I was beginning to 

think we were out of the 

woods with inclement weather 

and boy did it rear its ugly 

head! Master Gardener classes 

were cancelled and rescheduled 

and cancelled again and then I 

really began to forget what 

week I was in! Hopefully, 

spring is right around the 

corner and the daffodils and 

forsythias will be painting our 

dreary landscapes once again! 

The UGA-Extension Office is 

busy with the influx of soil 

samples, pruning questions and 

mole/vole problems. 

Customers laugh when I tell 

them a couple of feisty 

outdoor cats will keep your 

nuisance wildlife problems at a 

minimum. Everyone wants that 

quick fix! 

We all know we live in balance 

with nature. Putting good 

practices in place such as IPM 

(Integrated Pest Management) 

and companion planting can 

keep our landscapes healthy in 

a good way. It takes work and 

diligence to keep our gardens 

and soils in tip top shape; 

however, the pay off is well 

worth it when we see the fruits 

of our labor. 

At the end of March, 19 

Master Gardener Extension 

trainees will begin their 

certification process and be 

well on their way to getting 

involved with our dynamic 

Hall County Master Gardener 

group. Get to know them and 

show them the many ways they 

can get involved through our 

upcoming Garden Expo and 

Garden Walk. 

Again, I personally love to brag 

on you all! You all do so much 

with your volunteer service to 

the community through 

education. The HCMG’s 

volunteered over 14,000 hours 

in service to Hall County in 

2014. That is an awesome 

amount of volunteer service. 

The Hall County Master 

Gardeners were honored at the 

Arbor Day festivities at 

Elachee on February 20th for 

their support and a 

proclamation in honor the 

annual Master Gardener Day 

will be given to the 

membership on Thursday, 

March 12th by the Hall County 

Board of Commissioners at 

their monthly meeting. Plan to 

attend to receive the award in 

honor of the HCMG’s at 6:00 

pm at the Hall County 

Government Building in 

Gainesville. 

Look for upcoming 

opportunities to volunteer at 

the Spring Garden Expo on 

April 3rd and 4th and also the 

bi-annual Garden Walk on 

June 6th. They will need 

volunteers to help get all of the 

gardens in tip top shape. 

Greeters will also be needed. 

We are all looking forward to 

spring and warmer weather. 

They say happiness is looking 

forward to something. Spring 

will come! 

has been a different one. One 

year it was an American Snout 

butterfly on a warm February 

day hanging from a branch in 

our woods. Another year it was 

a Falcate Orangetip perched on 

the prostrate rosemary in the 

kitchen garden. What will it be 

this year? Perhaps one of the 

overwintering gulf fritillaries 

hanging on our front door 

What are the signs that signify 

spring is near? Is it the first 

snowdrop that nods its 

graceful head, or the first 

bloodroot that you spot 

emerging from the forest floor 

or perhaps the first ruby-

throated hummingbird that 

finds its way to your garden? 

For me it is the first butterfly I 

spy in our garden. Every year it 

frame patiently waiting for the 

frigid temperatures to end and 

the first maypop to burst up 

from the ground.  

We treasure harbingers of 

spring as small, heartwarming 

signs that winter is coming to 

an end heralding a new 

growing season. A very 

welcome sign. 

Notes from the Extension Office            by Wanda Cannon 

Harbinger of  Spring        by Karin Hicks 
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Be thoughtful 

Keep weeding! 

 

Bloodroot  

 (Sanguinaria canadensis) 

Narcissus Tête-à-Tête 

Falcate Orangetip Butterfly 

Anthocharis midea 



For your Garden Library: The Cloud Garden   by Linda Melvin 

Growing Native:  Ericaceae          by Janelle Whalen 

“A true story of adventure, survival, and 

extreme horticulture” reads the cover of The 

Cloud Garden by Tom Hart Dyke and Paul 

Winder. If this book were a movie, it would 

have the viewer often on the edge of his seat. 

For the reader, it is a real “page-turner”. 

A botanist in search of rare orchids and a 

young explorer, Tom and Paul join together 

to explore the dangerous Darien Gap, the 

only break in the Pan-Am Highway. Hours 

away from Colombia, the two are kidnapped 

and held hostage by guerrillas. The story is of 

their nine-month ordeal with their captors 

and their struggle for survival.  

The Cloud Garden is an exciting and 

informative read. I enjoyed traveling The 

Gap through the eyes of botanist, Tom. 

Imagine the thrill that while reading the 

book I happened to be in London and saw 

Tom on a local TV show! My excitement 

was infectious because my husband was so 

interested, he wanted to be the next reader. 

His enjoyment was from a very different 

perspective, liking the adventure and 

suspense.  

I highly recommend this quick read.  

flowers open up. Trailing 

arbutus was often cut for 

bouquets by the pioneers. 

Later in spring the Ericaceae 

family attracts much more 

attention because our native 

azaleas and rhododendrons are 

in that family, as well as, our 

native blueberries and 

huckleberries. The flowers are 

The Heath Family~ 

One of our earliest spring 

wildflowers is trailing arbutus 

(Epigea repens Ericaceae). The 

plants are easy to miss because 

the fuzzy, green leaves lie flat 

on the ground, usually tucked 

under the fallen brown leaves. 

Then on warm days in March 

the tiny, waxy, pale-pink 

usually white or pink with four 

or five petals, and the petals 

are often fused to form tiny 

“bells”. These plants are native 

to acid woodlands of eastern 

North America. 
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Gold Medal Winners         by Karin Hicks 

This year’s Georgia Gold Medal plants have 

been chosen and without further adieu here 

they are: 

Annual~ Cora Vinca (Catharanthus Roseus) 

a great plant to include in containers or as a 

ground cover. It has large, abundant flowers 

and will grow in part shade to full sun. It is 

deer resistant as well as heat and humidity 

tolerant. Give it a try in one of your hanging 

baskets this summer. You can even try 

growing it from seed. 

Native~ Dwarf Oakleaf Hydrangea 

(Hydrangea Quercifolia) similar to the large 

oakleaf hydrangea providing four seasons 

of interest with large leaves, beautiful 

summer blooms, red fall foliage and 

interesting winter bark, but in a more 

compact form. A must have for all home 

gardens. ‘Ruby Slippers’ matures at 3.5’ 

with showy, upright blooms and 

‘Munchkin’ matures at 3’ with cream to 

pink blossoms. 

Perennial~ Spurge (Euphorbia) this Dr. 

Seuss looking perennial is a fabulous 

addition to rock gardens, borders and 

containers with its architectural structure. It   

laughs at drought but be sure to keep it in 

a well drained area in the event we have a 

wet spring or summer. It has attention-

getting yellow blooms and stunning 

burgundy foliage fall through winter. 

Ascot Rainbow is a delightful variegated 

choice with green and yellow foliage. 

Shrub~ Drift Roses (Rosa Drift) is a cross 

between groundcover roses and miniature 

roses. It is disease resistant with repeat 

blooms that come in many different 

colors. It’s compact size lends itself well to 

(continued page 4)   

Epigea repens Ericaceae 

Photo by Janelle Whalen 



If you have an existing garden here are 

some reminders: 

Remove and properly dispose of all dead 

vegetation, weeds and any plants that are 

no longer wanted. Loosen or till the soil 

incorporating compost or other good soil 

amendments. 

Divide and transplant existing plants if 

necessary. Purchase any new plants from 

reputable dealers and verify that they are 

suitable for both the climate and soil 

conditions present in your garden. Also 

choose varieties that are resistant to 

insects, disease and wild animals. 

Be sure to select healthy plants free from 

evidence of neglect, insect damage or 

stress. Then distribute plants in a manner 

which provides color throughout the 

garden during the growing season. Make 

a statement with attractive new and 

unique species and don’t overlook 

Georgia’s Gold Medal Winners.  

 

 

If you are starting a new garden this 

spring here are a few things to consider: 

Visibility: situate your garden where it will 

present the best views. Unless you want to 

create a shade or woodland garden, select a 

site that gets optimum sunlight. Make your 

site assessment based on shade created by 

adjacent structures, trees and shrubs. 

Factor in increased shade produced when 

there is foliage on deciduous trees and 

shrubs.  

Soil: Remedy any poor drainage and wet 

soil conditions. These problems can 

sometimes be solved with raised beds. 

Amend heavy clay soil with compost and 

organic mulch tilled in to a minimum depth 

of 6”. Collect one or more soil samples and 

have them tested. Follow the 

recommendations on the soil test report. 

Design: Make a scale drawing indicating the 

size and location of proposed plants and 

features including borders, paths, 

fountains, and benches. A color wheel is a 

helpful tool when deciding the arrangement 

of plants. 

Create some interest by installing a fountain, 

garden art or strategically placed rustic 

outdoor furniture.  

To attract hummingbirds birds, bees and 

butterflies ensure that your plant array 

includes several pollinator friendly plant 

species. 

When planting, group plants with similar 

moisture requirements in proximity to each 

other.  

Avoid using invasive plants which are often 

sold in big box stores. 

 

 

 

Discourage weeds and conserve moisture by 

applying an adequate layer of organic mulch.  

Collect a soil sample, have it tested and follow 

the recommendations contained in the 

subsequent test report from UGA. 

 

Gold Medal Winners (continued from page 3) 

containers or filling in a sloped area. 

Tree~ Empress of China ’Dogwood” (Angustata ’Elsbry’) this small 

evergreen tree (15-18’) is a terrific addition to a shade garden. Prolific 

blooms in May and June. Red fall fruits stand out against its glossy, 

green leaves and are enjoyed by songbirds.  

734 East Crescent Drive 

Gainesville, GA 30501 

www.hallmastergardeners.com 

Phone: 770 535 8293 

Email: mastergardener@hallcounty.org 

 

Master Your Garden: Preparing for Spring     by Hugo Kollmer 

Beautification through Education 

For a list of invasive plants in Georgia: 

http://www.gaeppc.org/list.cfm 

Annual: Cora Vinca Shrub: Drift Rose 

Tree: Empress of China 

Native: Dwarf  
Oakleaf Hydrangea 

Perennial: Spurge 

For a complete list of Gold Medal 

Winners go to: 

http://georgiagoldmedalplants.org/ 


