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President’s Corner
1,100 species of indigenous
plants, of which a number are
endemic (occur naturally
nowhere else on earth). Two
types of fynbos (“fine bush”),
coastal fynbos on the alkaline
sands and inland fynbos on
acid soils, are found.
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The Cape of Good Hope is an
integral part of the Cape
Floristic Kingdom, the smallest
but richest of the world’s six
floral kingdoms. This
comprises a treasure trove of

Characteristic fynbos plants
include proteas, Erica’s (Heath)
and rest ions (reeds). Some of
the most striking and wellknown members belong to the
Proteacae family, of which up
to 24 species occur. These
include King Protea, Sugar
bush, Tree Pincushion and
Golden Cone bush. Many
popular horticultural plants like
pelargoniums, freesias, daisies,
lilies, and irises also have

And, you thought the News
Flash Question of the Month
was “tuff.”
~Irene Michaud
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Diversity of Ferns
Ferns are surprisingly diverse and
there are many that grow well in
Georgia. Evergreen ferns like
Autumn fern and Christmas fern
provide greenery to the winter
landscape. The classic fern habitat
is moist soil with rich decaying
organic matter but ferns like Lady
fern, Japanese painted fern and
Royal fern can grow in very wet
conditions. Bracken fern and

Hairy Lip fern will grow in
sandier soil that is prone to dry
out. Not all ferns grown under a
canopy of trees. Many can take a
good bit of sun. The key is
keeping their roots cool.
Cinnamon fern, Southern Shield
fern and Sensitive fern are a few
that can grow in sunnier
locations. Ferns quiet the senses
with their soothing and

feathery fronds. The foliage
imparts feelings of comfort. This
season when you are out
shopping for plants think about
adding a few ferns to your
landscape. Ferns vary genetically
from region to region so even if
you see a fern for our zone be
sure to know what the origin of
the plant is you are purchasing.
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Notes from the Extension Office

Annual 2013
Wishbone Flower
Torenia Fournier

Happy Spring! Officially it is
here and the Extension Office is
beginning to buzz with soil
testing orders and calls with the
ever popular question, when can
I plant my tomatoes? The 2013
Spring Expo and Garden Walk
are just around the corner. It is a
busy and exciting time in the
Master Gardening world! Come
and support these events by
volunteering in April and May.
This month, we certified the
2012 Master Gardener trainees
with their certificates and we

honored two of our beloved
Lifetime Master Gardeners, Dr.
Bill Jackson and Jesse Hall with
Emeritus status. Our 2013 class
of Master Gardner trainees have
almost wrapped up their 3
month training and we will
welcome a new set of
enthusiastic members to our
growing group. I am already
making a list of people interested
in taking the classes in winter
2014!
The 2012 year wrapped up with
over 17,000 volunteer hours

recorded and again Hall County
is leading the state in total
volunteer hours! What a great
group of Master Gardener
Extension Volunteers! Did you
know that supporting UGA
Extension and the community is
so valuable that when a dollar
amount is put on it, the total
dollars saved for Hall County is
around $337,000? The training
that Master Gardeners get in
research based horticulture
principles and pest control
practices plus (continued on p. 4)

Upcoming Events
How dare you treat your
soil like dirt!
~Joel Salatin

Be sure to mark your calendars
for the following events. Monthly
meetings are the third Tuesday
each month at 6:30 at the Board
of Education building, 711 Green
Street.
April 16th Sherri Dorn, State
Master Gardener Coordinator,
will be speaking on silver and
gold certifications as well as
sharing other Master Gardener
information.

April 24th at the Gainesville
Civic Center, 830 Green Street
(8:30-12:30) Walter Reeves,
“How to be Sherlock in Your
Landscape” and Shannon Pable,
“Where to Start a Landscape
Project”. The event if free but
pre-registration is required.
Contact Sharon Vandewater at
sharon.hcmg@hcmg.com by
April 16th.

May 21st Michael Wheeler will
give us a refresher course on
growing vegetables.
June 18th is our annual picnic at
Lynn Kempler’s home. More
details coming soon.
July 16th at the Ag Center
Building, Penny Stowe, Marsha
Dalton and Linda Chastain will
demonstrate how to make seed
bombs and leaf molds.
Refreshments will be served.

Why Grow That When You Can Grow This
Book Review: Why Grow That
When You Can Grow This by
Andrew Keys

Perennial 2013
Variegated Solomon’s Seal
Polygonatum odoratum
‘Variegatum’

This book offers 255
“alternatives to everyday
problem plants”. Some of our
traditional plants are extremely
finicky, and this book offers
practical alternatives to some of
these problem plants. The

differences in the new choices
prove that not only are they
worthy of inclusion in our
gardens, they are actually betterlonger blooming, more fragrant,
more drought tolerant and
generally easier to grow.
336 pages, Softcover $24.95
-Robbie McCormac

Volume 16, Issue 1

Over the Garden Gate

Page 3

Georgia Gold Medal Plants for 2013
The Gold Medal Plant Program
helps to promote the use of plants
that have proven to be of superior
ornamental quality. Plants are
chosen by the combined input of
the State Botanical Garden of GA,
UGA Cooperative Extension,
University faculty members,
nurserymen, flower growers,
garden retailers & landscapers
across the state. Here are the 2013
winners:
Annual-Wishbone FlowerTorenia Fournier-this is a compact
annual that is shade tolerant. The
flowers look like small trumpets
with a “wishbone” formed by the
stamens. Torenia is heat tolerant,
offers multiple color choices and

requires no deadheading for repeat
blooming.
Ground Cover-Golden Sweetflag
Grass-Acorus gramineus ‘Ogon’sweetflag is best known as a
ground cover, but can be used in
containers as well. It is evergreen,
and looks best when trimmed back
at the end of winter to make room
for new growth. It grows in sun or
shade, can be used on the edge of
a wet area or pond and has a
pleasant scent when crushed.
Shrub-Compact GardeniaGardenia jasminoides-Evergreen
leaves and fragrant blooms help
incorporate into landscapes, and
there are several varieties available
of these smaller shrubs.

Perennial-Variegated Solomon’s
Seal-Polygonatum odoratum
‘Variegatum’-this is a fantastic
perennial for a shade or woodland
garden. The boldly striped foliage
forms on arching stems, and
features fragrant bell-shaped
spring flowers. This is a plant that
grows by rhizomes, but is a “wellmannered” grower.
Native-Pink Muhly GrassMuhlenbergia capillaris-this native,
non-invasive grass has great
summer and fall interest when a
fine textured pink cloud hovers
above the foliage. Also available in
white, it is drought tolerant and
deer resistant.
-Robbie McCormac

Shrub 2013
Compact Gardenia
Gardenia Jasminoides

Garden Walk “In Our Own Backyards”
Our bi-annual Garden Walk will
be held on May 18th from 9:004:00 rain or shine. Tickets are
available at the Hall County
Extension Office for $10. On
the day of the walk tickets will
be available at Gardens on
Green for $15. There are 7
gardens on the tour: Gardens on
Green is a public garden created
6 years ago as a collaborative
effort between HCMG and Hall

County School System. Three
gardens on High Vista Pointe.
Joe Wyant, Al Pannell & Shantha
McDonald have created gardens
on a challenging grade with
views of Lake Lanier. They
include rock walls, whimsical
paths and unique spaces. Ann
Nixon has spent 4 years
redefining flower beds, softening
hard edges and incorporating
large scale plantings in her

garden. Cheryl Ellenburg is an
avid gardener and traveler. Her
style is whimsical with a large
display of birdhouses and garden
art. Cathi Crawford has spent 15
years designing a garden for year
round views. Many of the plants
have been passed along from
fellow MGs and friends and are
ideal for attracting butterflies,
bees and hummingbirds.

You can’t officially call
yourself a gardener until
you’ve moved the same
plant at least two times.

-Leslie Johnson

Growing Native: Wild Ginger
Choosing native plants allows
developed landscapes to coexist
with nature rather than compete
with it. Increasingly gardeners are
choosing to add natives to their
landscape and enjoying the
benefits of supporting more
wildlife in their garden. A
wonderful addition to a shade
garden is wild ginger (Asarum
canadense). It grows throughout
the southeast in rich mesic soils;

is deer resistant and drought
tolerant. The heart shaped, dark
green leaves which are
handsomely veined and up to 6”
wide provide interesting foliage.
When crushed to leaves have a
spicy fragrance but should not be
eaten. Under the leaves is a
flower at the base of the plant
adjacent to the ground. Flowers
are brownish purple, urn shaped
and bloom in spring. The

elaiosome attracts ants that carry
the seeds to their underground
home where they eat the food
and leave the seed to germinate.
The plant spreads by rhizomes to
form dense carpets of leaves.
Ground covers like this help
stabilize soils, protecting habitats.
Wild ginger is an alternate host
plant for the Pipevine swallowtail
butterfly. The caterpillar is
brownish black with rows of
orange spots down its back.

Native 2013
Pink Muhly Grass
Muhlenbergis capillaris

Notes from the Extension Office (cont. from pg. 2)
the hands on experience provided by plant clinics, office assistance,
community gardens and speaking opportunities enriches our area in
many ways.
The Hall County Master Gardener Extension volunteers (I know a long
title!) provides a valuable service to this county by educating the
community on safe and effective gardening practices, as well as a
natural resource in protecting and conserving our ecosystem.
Thank you from our local Extension Office and the UGA State Master
Gardening program to a wonderful group of individuals that add
valuable gardening expertise and education to Hall County!

We’re on the Web
www.hcmgs.com

~ Wanda Cannon

HALL COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS
For up to the minute news, information and photos be sure to like
Hall County Mater Gardeners on Facebook.

734 East Crescent Drive
Gainesville, GA 30501
Phone: 770 535 8293
Email: kbh267@gmail.com

For back issues of Over the Garden Gate go to hcmgs.com and sign
in to Members Only section.

Seasonal “To Do” Reminders - Hugo Kollmer


If you haven’t already done so,
treat your lawn with a preemergent herbicide now.



Remove old foliage from liriope
before new growth emerges.

season vegetables. After
planting, apply layer of mulch
(leaves, pine straw, wheat
straw or clippings).



Prune and fertilize azaleas and 
rhododendrons when finished
blooming. Prune other spring
flowering shrubs that bloom on

old wood.

Put out hummingbird feeders,
keeping them clean &
replenish with fresh nectar

Feed pansies and snapdragons
with water soluble fertilizer.



Prune roses and shrubs that bear
flowers on new growth. Fertilize

when foliage first appears.

Ground Cover 2013
Acorus gramineus ‘Ogon’

Remove dead blossoms
(deadhead) daffodils. Don’t
remove foliage until it turns
brown.




Golden Sweetflag Grass



Remove weeds and any remaining
leaves and other dead vegetation

from flower beds.

Apply fertilizer & lime to your
lawn after getting the soil
tested.
Remove any old nesting
material and clean the interior
of bird boxes.



Divide and fertilize perennials.



Prune blackberries, raspberries
and grapes.



Prune peach trees.



Plant cool season vegetables



Spread fresh mulch around trees
and shrubs.



Wait until soil temperatures
reach 55 before planting warm

Control aphids & mildew on
crape myrtles with systemic
insecticide.



Pinch back chrysanthemums
and feed them every 3 weeks
with liquid fertilizer until buds
begin to show color.



Turn compost pile, mixing in
a high nitrogen fertilizer will
speed decomposition.



Aerate turf and make an initial
fertilizer application to warm
season grass lawns.

